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THD 

Board 

Resolutions 

September  13,  1994: 

Voted  to  support  minor 
modifications  to  the  Conditional 
Use  Permit  issued  in  1989  for  the 
condominium  project  at  600-90 
Chestnut  Street  (old  Safeway 
site). 

Voted  to  expend  $296  for 
another  year's  subscription  to  the 
New  York  Times  for  the  North 
Beach  Branch  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Public  Library. 

October  12,  1994: 

Voted  to  request  Supervisor 
Maher  to  withdraw  his  sponsor¬ 
ship  of  the  proposed  ordinance 
creating  Telegraph  Hill  Scenic 
Special  Use  District  and  to 
prepare  a  redraft  of  the  ordinance 
within  120  days  (see  President's 
letter). 

Novermber  8,  1994 

Voted  to  support  an  appeal  to 
the  Board  of  Permit  Appeals 
regarding  a  Variance  granted  for 
a  roof  deck  at  1407  Montgomery 
Street  and  to  request  the  matter 
be  referred  back  to  the  Zoning 
Administrator  for  further  review 
and  reconsideration. 
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With  this,  her  first  edition,  Pat  Cady  becomes  our  new  Editor.  She 
will  be  assisted  ably  by  fellow  Director  Billie  Atlas  as  she  settles  into 
what,  at  times,  may  become  a  very  frustrating  task.  But,  in  the  long 
run,  she  can  look  to  unlimited  psychic  rewards.  So  claims  Clyde 
Steiner,  our  retiring  Editor.  He  leaves  this  post  with  our  sincere  thanks 
for  his  outstanding  work  over  these  past  four  years.  His  editorial  flair 
and  creative  composing  style  has  set  a  high  standard  for  Pat  to  main¬ 
tain.  Clyde  will  be  around  to  offer  constructive  advice  and  assistance, 
as  he  and  Pat  will  switch  places  on  our  Board  from  Editor  to  Director, 
and  vice  versa. 


The  announcement  in  the  last  Semaphore  of  Supervisor  Maher’s 
introduction  of  an  ordinance  creating  the  Telegraph  Hill  Scenic  Special 
Use  District  generated  a  good  deal  of  reaction  from  our  membership. 
Some  was  very  supportive  of  your  Board’s  endorsement  in  July  of  the 
initial  draft  of  the  “down  zoning”  measure.  A  strong,  vocal  opposition 
organized  by  Jerry  Petruzzelli  (THD  President  1982-83)  expressed 
concern  about  certain  technical  zoning  provisions  in  the  draft  controls 
which,  the  Board  had  presumed,  would  probably  have  been  ironed  out 
in  public  testimony  before  the  City  Planning  Commission.  He  and 
other  concerned  THDers,  including  former  THD  Presidents  cautioned, 
however,  that  a  more  broadly-based  and  better-informed  consensus 
among  our  membership  was  required.  Otherwise,  they  main¬ 
tained,  THD’s  credibility  and  good  standing  before  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  might  be  compromised.  Supervisor  Maher, 
accordingly,  tabled  the  measure  at  the  Housing  and  Land  Use 
Committee  November  3rd. 

Meanwhile,  Planning  and  Zoning  Chair  Jim  Valenti  had 
already  organized  a  special  Rezoning  Committee  of  fellow 
architects  and  lawyers  to  consider  additions,  deletions 
and  appropriate  fine-tunings  to  the  proposed  new 
zoning  regulations.  The  committee  had  the  capable 
advice  of  Alice  Suet  Yee  Barkley,  Esq.  who  had 
been  assisting  THD  in  this  action  pro  bono 
publico.  Alice  is  a  former  stafflawyer  in  the 
City  Attorney’s  office  and  also  a  graduate 
architect  from  UC  Berkeley. 


President 

Letter 

From  Bob  Tibbits 


The  Rezoning  Committee  deleted  some  of  the  more  controversial 
controls,  such  as  a  cap  on  the  permitted  floor  space  in  relation  to  the 
size  of  a  lot.  This  floor-area  ratio  limit  was  intended  to  control  housing 
density,  but  proved  difficult  to  codify  in  terms  of  fairness  to  property 
owners.  Refinements  to  the  height  limits  on  up-sloping  and  down- 
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Susan  Spano  of  the 
NEW  YORKTIMES  wrote: 

“...the  San  Remo's  location  pleased  me, 
and  its  attractions  didn’t  stop  there.  In 
fact,  no  sooner  had  I  climbed  the  steep, 
carpeted  staircase  leading  to  the  check¬ 
in  desk  than  I  decided  I  had  struck  gold. 
Long,  winding  corridors  lined  with 
redwood  wainscotting  and  neatly  painted 
exposed  pipes,  entwined  with 
philodendron  vines,  lead  to  62  guest 
rooms  on  two  floors,  ranging  in  price 
from  $45  to  $75.  There  are  cubbyholes, 
crowded  witharmoires,  vanities,  rag  rugs 
and  19th  century  prints,  in  the  cozy  style 
of  Grandma’s  house." 

. . .  Fully  satisfied  by  my  accommodations 
at  last,  I  began  my  exploration  of  North 
Beach." 

...  You  could  spend  more  on  a  visit  to  San 
Francisco,  but  you  would  not  experience 
the  singular  sort  of  contentment  -  and 
even  smugness  -  that  comes  when  you 
have  had  a  wonderful  time  and  snagged 
a  good  deal." 

January  16,  1994 


4*-SAN 

REMO 


$35  -  $65  per  night 

Tel:  776-8688 

2237  Mason  St.  at  Chestnut,  San  Francisco,  94133 


Personalized  Banking 
Services  For  The 
Residents  Of  North  Beach 

RED  JACK 

i 

Diana  Kayiatos,  Branch  Manager 

1435  Stockton  Street 

SALOON 

(415)  391-6210 

List  of  Repairs  for  Winter  1994 

! 

Get  Well  on  Thursdays  -  Well  Drinks  $2 

Draft  Beers: 

Red  Hook,  Hefeweizen,  Samuel  Adams  Cream 

Stout,  Oregon  Honey  Beer,  Anchor  Steam, 

Anchor  Steam  Wheat,  Sierra  Nevada  Pale  Ale 

EUREKABANK" 

FDIC  Insured  B"k 

Good  Times,  Good  People  Can  Be  Found  at 

131  Bay  St  Seven  Days  a  Week  -  989-0700 
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Upcoming  events  include  the  holiday  party  Sunday,  December  18 
at  The  Shadows  and  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Fortieth 
Anniversary  Celebration  on  February  3  at  the  Italian  Athletic  Club. 


Warm  weather,  gourmet  food 
and  wonderful  raffle  prizes, 
among  other  things  contributed  to 
a  good  time  being  had  by  all  at 
our  annual  picnic  at  Coit  Tower. 
Special  thanks  and  appreciation  is 
extended  to  the  following  busi¬ 
nesses  and  personal  contributors 
to  our  raffle: 

Lo  Coco’s  Restaurant 
Viva  Restaurant 
Rossi’s  Supermarket 
Enrico’s  Restaurant 
North  Beach 

Custom  Framing 
Caffe  Trieste 
Fior  d’ltalia  Restaurant 
Maykadeh  Restaurant 
The  Gold  Spike  Restaurant 
City  Lights  Books 
Quality  Postcards 
Molinari’s  Deli 
Stella  Pastry 
Finocchio’s 
Caesar’s  Restaurant 
North  Beach  Pizza 
New  Pisa  Restaurant 
Capp’s  Corner 
Northpoint  Theater 
Franchino  Restaurant 
Grand  Imports 
The  Printing  Place 
Maud  Hallin 
Arlene  Smith 


Once  again  The  San  Francisco 
Brewing  Company  donated  their 
wonderful  beer  and  portable  bar 
for  the  festivities.  “Behind  the 
scenes”  effort  by  Alan  Paul  to 
make  sure  we  had  everything  we 
needed  added  to  the  spirit  of 
community  always  present  at  our 
picnics.  Thanks,  Alan! 


City  Lights 


BOOKSTORE  &  PUBLISHERS 

261  Columbus  Avenue  San  Francisco,  Ca  94133 


Social  News 

by  Jarilyn  Cerruti,  Social  Chair 


Telegraph  Hill  Residents  Since  1987 
Active  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Members 
Specializing  in 
Telegraph  and  Russian  Hills 


CURTISS  and  CARLIE  GIBBS 

Pacific  Union  Residential  Brokerage 
601  Van  Ness,  San  Francisco 
(415)474-6600 


Mason-McDuHic  Real  Lsiulc  Inc. 

220(1  Union  Si  reel.  San  liancisco.  (A  04123 


LUNCH  -  DINNER  •  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  -  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


JULIUS 

CASTLE 

1541  Montgomery  St  San  Francisco.  CA 

Atop  Telegraph  Hill  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintege  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimete  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Traaition  since  1922. 

Lunch  Monday-  Friday  Irom  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5  00-i0  00p.m. 

AJI  moior  credit  cordi  accepted  /  Volet  Porking  /  private  'artier  Welcome 


CONSTRUCTION 


RESTORATIONS 

DESIGNS 

ADDITIONS 

OUR  SPECIALTY  IS  REMODLING 

•  Period  Styles 

•  The  Unique 

•  The  Elegant 

•  Custom  Cabinets 

•  Custom  Doors 

•  Custom  windows 

FINE  WORKMANSHIP 
PORTFOLIO  -  REFERENCES 

CHUCK  THOMAS  -  OWNER 

410  LOMBARD  STREET 
STATE  LICENCE  #484049 

415  -  677  -  9466 
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Ex-Editor 
Tells  All 

by  Clyde  Steiner 


Some  time  in  pre-history,  I  met 
a  sparkling  woman  in  the  Cafe 
Trieste  who  charmed  me  into 
taking  on  the  job  of  editing  The 
Semaphore. 

I'm  told  that  was  four  years 
ago. 

I  have  now  managed  to  cajole  a 
different  energetic  woman  to  let 
me  out  of  The  Semaphore's 
responsibilities  and  deadlines. 

Pat  Cady  has  already  brought  new 
insights  to  this  issue  as  Sema¬ 
phore  editor.  She’s  also  brought 
in  Billie  Atlas  as  co-conspirator. 

Co-conspirators  are  vital  to 
getting  San  Francisco’s  best 
neighborhood  association  maga¬ 
zine  into  your  hands.  I  could  not 
have  done  it  without  the  more 
than  twenty  writers  who  fulfilled 
assignments,  and  turned  in  their 
copy  more  or  less  on  time. 

Pat  will  probably  have  the 
same  sort  of  fun  and  the  same  sort 
of  crises  I  had  over  the  years. 

There  was  that  fateful  month 
when  I  criticized  an  article  by  one 
of  my  best  chroniclers  of  the 
scene  on  the  Hill,  telling  her  it 
was  not  up  to  her  usual  standard. 
She  wouldn’t  speak  to  me  for  a 
month;  but,  she  never  stopped 
contributing,  and  we  have  been 
working  together  for  years  now. 

There  was  a  Christmas  party  I 
•  marred  by  explaining  to  a  board 
member  that  I  ran  work  of  one  of 
the  writers  I  had  inherited  as 
editor,  only  because  it  was  an 
inheritance.  I  knew  the  articles 


were  fluff.  I  was  the  new  kid  on 
the  block  and  didn’t  recognize  the 
writer  sitting  at  the  same  table.  It 
took  some  lengthy  phone  calls  to 
turn  that  around.  The  writer,  a 
real  pro,  has  been  doing  very 
good  articles  for  The  Semaphore 
ever  since. 

There  was  a  past  president  who 
wanted  to  edit  both  the  content 
and  the  style  of  The  Semaphore 
just  before  each  issue  was  finished 
and  went  to  the  printer.  It  didn’t 
last,  either  because  I  timed  it  so 
that  was  too  late  to  change  things 
and  disrupt  the  printing  schedule, 
or  hopefully  because  confidence 
in  the  editor  grew. 

There  was  a  subsequent  board 
of  directors  that  wanted  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  oversee 
The  Semaphore.  Editing  by 
corporate  meetings  didn’t  sit  well 
with  this  journalist  who  has  been 
getting  into  trouble  by  himself  for 
more  than  forty  years.  The 
committee  didn’t  materialize. 

There  were  the  copies  lost  by 
the  mailing  service  we  use,  the 
Post  Office  computer  that  didn’t 
want  to  acknowledge  our  postage 
payments,  and  the  continual  late 
deadlines,  emergency  changes  to 
ads  and  printer  frustrations. 

All  of  this  is  overwhelmed  by 
the  exciting  fun  I  have  had 
working  with  a  superb  group  of 
volunteers  who  give  of  their  time, 
energy  and  dollars  to  make  The 
Semaphore  something  THD  and 
the  city  can  be  proud  of. 
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Continued  from  Page  3 

provisions  concerning  demolition  were  added.  It  was  a  very  profes¬ 
sional  approach  and  constructive  effort  on  the  parts  of  Jerry  Petruzzelli 
and  Jack  Moss,  both  attorneys,  and  our  resident  architects,  Director 
Dick  Marshall,  FAIA,  ex-Board  member  Herb  Kosovitz,  AIA  and  Jim 
Valenti,  AIA.  The  revised  and  edited  down-zoning  proposal  was 
presented  for  review  and  discussion  at  the  General  Membership 
meeting  November  21st.  It  will  be  reintroduced  in  amended  form  by 
Supervisor  Maher  before  he  leaves  office  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Another  zoning  confrontation  comes  to  mind  with  the  attempted 
eviction  in  late  October  of  45  elderly,  single  room  occupants  of  Casa 
Costanza  above  Fior  d’ltalia  Restuarant:  the  1982  eviction  of  elderly 
residents  from  1000  Montgomery  Street  at  the  northeast  comer  of 
Broadway.  New  owners  of  the  building  wanted  to  completely 
reconfigure  the  Single  Room  Occupancy  units  into  business  offices.  At 
the  time,  THD  and  Tel  Hi  Neighborhood  Center  were  spearheading  a 
drive  to  down-zone  the  Broadway  and  Columbus  Avenue  corridors 
from  65-foot  high  buildings  dedicated  to  commercial  activities  to  the 
already  existing  mixed  commercial  and  residential  structures  that  were 
40  feet  or  less  in  height.  Unfortunately,  the  permit  to  convert  1000 
Montgomery  to  office  use  had  been  issued  before  the  re-zoning  could 
be  enacted  through  the  City  Planning  Commission  and  the  Board  of 
Supervisors.  (Since  the  passage  of  Prop  M  in  1986,  rezoning  can  be 
quickly  instituted  on  an  interim  basis  solely  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors.) 

The  anticipated  yuppie  demand  for  office  space  on  Broadway  failed 
to  materialize,  however.  A  few  years  later  the  office  building  venture 
went  bankrupt.  Thankfully,  the  renovated  and  upgraded  building  was 
ultimately  taken  over  in  1989  by  On  Lok  Senior  Health  Services  which 
leases  low-income  SROs  to  36  elderly  residents. 

At  this  writing  no  one  at  Casa  Costanza  has  been  evicted.  The  non¬ 
profit  foundation  that  runs  it  cannot  afford  to  subsidize  low-income 
SROs  because  donations  have  apparently  dried  up.  It  would  not  be 
surprising  if  the  owner  of  the  building  wanted  to  convert  it  to  a  tourist- 
oriented  hotel,  but  hopefully  another  non-profit  will  be  able  to  assume 
the  lease  and  keep  the  SROs  intact. 

Interestingly,  in  the  1960s  the  SRO  hotel  that  had  preceded  Casa 
Costanza’s  occupancy  of  the  Fior  d’ltalia  building  was  home  to  many 
newly-arrived  San  Franciscans.  Notable  among  them  was  an  excep¬ 
tional  young  man,  an  ex-drug  addict  from  New  York  named  Billy 
Maher.  In  a  truly  remarkable  progression,  he  went  on  to  finish  law 
school  and  was  elected  for  two  terms  to  the  Board  of  Education.  Then 

Continued  on  Page  9 


President's 

Letter... 
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in  1981,  he  was  elected  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  first  time. 
Since  that  early  success  in  his  young  political  career  and  subsequent 
reelection.  Supervisor  Maher  has  served  the  City  and  especially 
Telegraph  Hill  with  distinction.  He  introduced  the  re-zoning  ordi¬ 
nance  that  created  the  Telegraph  Hill  Historic  District  in  1986;  he  was 
instrumental  in  paving  and  treeing  the  center  strip  of  Columbus 
Avenue;  he  helped  THD  preserve  Grace  Marchant  Gardens  on  the 
Filbert  Steps  and,  more  recently,  grease  the  bureautic  skids  to  light  the 
trees  in  Washington  Square.  Term  limits  prevent  him  from  running 
again  for  Supervisor,  so  Bill  has  declared  his  candidacy  for  State 
Assembly. 

Finally,  on  behalf  of  your  Board  of  Directors  let  me  extend  our 
collective  best  wishes  for  a  truly  peaceful  holiday  season  with  good 
cheer  and  glad  tidings  for  all,  including  those  address-less  souls  who 
also  “dwell”  in  our  neighborhood.  In  the  next  issue  of  The  Semaphore 
you  will  find  a  list  of  the  nearly  two  score  of  service  organizations  in 
the  City  that  provide  free  meals  and  offer  shelter  to  the  homeless.  Our 
own  SS.  Peter  and  Paul’s  Church  has  handed  out  free  sandwiches  for 
many  years.  Your  donations  of  cash  or  time  to  organizations  that 
provide  desperately  needed  services  will  foster  a  little  hope  for  the  New 
Year  among  our  less  fortunate  neighbors. 


President's 
Letter ... 


THD  Statement  as  of  October  31,  1994 

Revenue  and  Expenses  July  31,  1994  to  October  31,  1994 


Assets 

Cash  and  Cash  Equivalents  16,591 


Prepaid  Postage  750 

Total  17,341 

Fund  Balances 

Restricted  Fund  10,000 

Greening  the  Hill  Fund  3,389 

Unrestricted  Fund  6,188 

Expenses  over  Revenue  (2,235) 

Total  17,589 


Revenue 

Advertising  Income 

2,114 

Contributions 

305 

Dues  Received 

7,071 

Sale  of  T-Shirts 

723 

Interest  Earned 

327 

TOTAL  REVENUE 

10,574 

Expenditures 

Membership  1,944 

Social  Events  3,048 

Semaphore  3,265 

Insurance  2,047 

Committees  597 

Administration  711 

Purchase  of  T-Shirts  1,321 

TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  12,932 
Net  Loss  (2,358) 


Washington  Square  .  - 

Bar  rill. 

% 

^i.  *• 

< 

Open  daily  for  Lunch  &  Dinner 

1707  Powell  St.  982-8123 

V*»»> 

l  ^ 

Vakicia  <D.  Jlorenfyen 


administrative  Consultant 


433  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94133 

14151  781-0456 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)  474-1750 

Res:(415)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 


T)onu  CM 

RESTAURANT  -  BAR 

7  (t.n.  'til  6  cun. 


1031  Koorny  434-1308 


SPIT-ROASTED  CHICKENS 
DINING  -  TAKE  OUT  -  HOME  DELIVERY 


659  Union  Street,  S.F.  434-4472 
590  E.BIithedale,  Mill  Valley  (415)  383-6040 


Liquor 

THE  WINE  8c  SPIRITS  EXPERTS 

On  Washington  Square 

585  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  9413  1 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1-800-2  5  5-COIT 


REAL  ESTATE  SERVICES 

1 823  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
Office  (415)  922-7100 
Residence  (415)  563-2555 

Voice  Mail  (415)  922-7107  X  386  W.  MEIN 


FOX  &  Better 

CARSKADON  ifrfiHomes, 
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Editor 's  Note:  Former  THD 
president  Rod  Freebairn-Smith 
was  appointed  to  the  City  Arts 
Commission  in  July,  and  is 
serving  on  its  Civic  Design 
Committee. 

Joining  the  august  company  of 
past  and  present  Arts  Commis¬ 
sioners  in  late  July,  I  can  only 
report  to  Hill  Dwellers  from  the 
modest  perspective  of  “new  kid 
on  the  block.”  Like  the  Hill 
Dwellers,  the  Commission  is 
energetic  and  gives  large  amounts 
of  time  to  San  Francisco,  gratis, 
as  do  so  many  other  commissions. 
But,  unlike  THD’s  similarly 
generous  and  overworked  Board 
and  Officers,  the  City  provides 
the  Arts  Commission  with  a  well- 
qualified  staff  to  accomplish  its 
work.  The  staff  does  research, 
knows  governmental  channels, 
assists  the  Commission  in 
defining  policy  and  frequently 
comes  forward  with  special 
programs  of  vitality  and  support 
for  the  arts. 

The  work  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Arts  Commission  is  fresh  and 
positive.  It  has  a  major  conserva¬ 
tion  role,  yet  strives  to  provoke 
fresh  work  in  art,  music,  theater, 
dance,  song,  prose  writing, 
poetry,  architecture,  site  specific 
works  and  in  a  number  of  other 
areas.  The  mission  is  to  support 
and  stimulate  the  arts  on  a  very 
broad  scale.  The  work  is  done  by 
spending  relatively  small  amounts 
of  money  in  multiple  projects 
citywide,  a  very  broad  menu  of 


projects.  There  are  inevitably 
some  klunkers,  and  there  isn’t 
enough  money  or  staff  to  meet 
the  full  challenge.  As  a  nation 
we  spend  as  much  for  a  single 
large  military  aircraft  as  we  do 
on  the  nation 's  entire  art  (NEA) 
budget  for  one  year  (less  than 
$175  million).  Locally,  we  San 
Franciscans  also  expect  the  Arts 
Commission  to  foster  creative 
work  in  children  and  adults  alike 
by  distributing  funds  to  multiple 
competing  projects,  agencies  and 
artists.  Thus  far,  I  see  a  serious 
effort  at  fairness.  Give  me 
another  six  months  for  a  more 
accurate  personal  judgment  on 
the  equity  and  quality  of  our 
support.  Any  program  of  such 
diversity  can  be  improved;  I’d 
like  your  help  and  comments 
(442  Post  St.,  SF  94102). 


A  Report 
From  the 
New  Arts 
Commissioner 

by  Rod  Freebairn-Smith 


The  Commission’s  scope  is 
too  broad  to  report  here  con¬ 
cisely,  but  recent  events  typify  its 
day-to-day  work:  a  welcome 
early  this  month  to  National 
Endowment  for  the  Arts  Chair¬ 
person,  Jane  Alexander,  for  a 
long  day’s  visit  in  the  review  of 
some  of  the  50-plus  Bay  Area  art 
projects  partially  or  wholly 
funded  by  the  NEA.  En  garde. 
Senator  Helms!  We  are  not  a 
town  to  shy  from  controversial, 
beautiful  and  frequently  provoca¬ 
tive  arts. 


By  commissioning  literally 
scores  of  small  and  large  works 
throughout  the  City,  the  Arts 


Continued  on  Page  29 
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North  Beach 

Merchants 

Share 

Christmas 

Experiences 

by  Marsha  Garland 


When  asked  to  write  a  Christ¬ 
mas  article  about  the  merchant 
community  in  North  Beach,  I 
randomly  called  members  of  the 
North  Beach  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce  and  asked  them,  “What  is 
your  fondest  memory  of  Christ¬ 
mas  when  you  were  10  years 
old?”  The  responses  portrayed 
just  a  little  of  the  diversity  that  is 
truly  North  Beach. 

When  octogenarian  Mel 
Figoni,  owner  of  Figoni  Hard¬ 
ware,  was  10,  he  lived  above  a 
grocery  store  on  Octavia  Street. 

“I  wanted  a  wagon  real  bad,”  he 
recalls.  “I  wondered  how  in  the 
hell  Santa  Claus  would  get  the 
wagon  down  our  6”  stove  pipe.  I 
even  took  the  lids  off  the  top  of 
the  stove  to  make  it  easier  for 
him.  When  I  woke  up  in  the 
morning  there  was  no  wagon.  I 
died.  Finally  my  mother  said, 
‘Santa  might  have  been  tired. 

Why  don’t  you  look  downstairs?’” 
Mel  ran  downstairs  and  there  in 
the  store  was  a  brand  new, 
handcrafted  wagon  of  gleaming, 
lacquered  wood.  Ever  enterpris¬ 
ing,  Mel  went  on  to  use  his 
wagon  for  a  paper  route. 

Giuseppe  (Jose)  Castellucci, 
chef/owner  of  H  Pollaio  and 
Ristorante  Castellucci,  was  bom 
in  Calabria,  in  Southern  Italy.  He 
and  his  family  moved  to  Argen¬ 
tina  when  he  was  1 1  years  old. 
“Young  lamb  is  a  specialty  in  the 
south  of  Italy  and  we  always  had 
it  for  Christmas.”  Succulent  and 
full  of  flavor,  the  Christmas  lamb 
was  stuffed  with  onions,  garlic, 


tomatoes  and  potatoes  and  had  to 
be  big  enough  for  the  entire 
Castellucci  family.  What  Jose 
loved  most  was  macaroni  tossed 
with  the  juices  from  the  lamb. 

Jose’s  wife,  Marta,  who  runs 
Ristorante  Castellucci,  was  living 
in  Buenos  Aires  when  she  was  10. 
Her  family  always  went  to  her 
grandmother’s  house.  Because  in 
Argentina  December  is  in  the 
middle  of  summer,  Christmas 
weather  was  always  very  hot. 

Marta’s  strongest  memory  is  of 
her  mother  and  aunts  who  busied 
themselves  emptying  one  room  of 
her  grandmother’s  house.  In 
place  of  the  furniture  the  women 
built  a  large  replica  of  the  town  of 
Bethlehem.  Within  the  room’s 
four  walls  would  emerge  an  entire 
village  complete  with  manger, 
inns,  trees,  animals,  biblical 
characters,  and  the  sun. 

“Funny  thing,”  recalled  Marta, 
“we  ate  winter  foods  in  the 
summer,  such  as  lots  of  nuts, 
because  they  are  considered  a 
Christmas  food.  We  also  roasted  a 
whole  lamb  and  a  pig.  There  were 
lots  of  salads,  all  kinds  of  sweets 
and  nuts,  especially  marzipan 
fruits.”  A  special  treat  was  chewy 
torrone,  a  rich  nougat  made  from 
egg  whites,  sugar,  honey,  almonds 
and  candied  fruit,  as  well  as  sidra, 
delicious  homemade  apple  cider. 

Deirdre  Rhatigan,  Outreach  & 
Volunteer  Coordinator  for  the 
Italian  Community  Services 
Agency,  grew  up  in  Port 
Jefferson,  Long  Island.  When 
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Deirdre  was  10,  Christmas  meant 
waking  up  to  a  new  pair  of  foot 
pajamas  which  Santa  thoughtfully 
placed  on  the  chair  next  to  her 
bed.  Excitedly,  Deirdre  would 
put  them  on  and  run  to  wake  up 
her  sister,  who  had  received  a 
matching  pair.  Together  the 
whooping  and  hollering  sisters 
would  slide  down  the  banister  and 
get  the  Rhatigan  family  off  to  a 
rollicking  start. 

Sergio  Giusti,  chef7owner, 
Firenze  by  Night,  was  raised  in 
Medicina,  a  castle  town  near 
Montecatini.  Sergio  would  hike 
into  the  woods  with  his  father  and 
pick  out  a  pine  tree.  After 
chopping  it  down,  they’d  take  it 
home  for  the  family  to  decorate. 
The  men  in  the  family  always 
built  a  manger  and  a  Bethlehem 
village  scene.  They  carved  the 
pieces  themselves,  adding  one  or 
two  houses  to  the  collection  each 
year. 

“My  father  made  biscotti  and 
buccellato  (Tuscan  sweet  ring- 
shaped  bun),”  recalled  Sergio. 
“One  of  my  favorite  memories  is  a 
game  we  played  called  capanna.” 
In  playing  capanna,  a  solid  flat 
cake  close  to  10"  wide  and  similar 
to  the  famed  panforte  made  in 
Sienna,  was  used  as  a  disk. 
Standing  back  six  feet  from  the 
freshly  scrubbed  wooden  kitchen 
table,  the  men  and  boys  would 
toss  the  paper-wrapped  cake  onto 
the  table.  The  person  who  tossed 
the  cake  closest  to  the  furthest 
edge  was  declared  the  winner  and 


would  have  to  treat  the  others  to  a 
drink.  The  young  children  loved 
to  watch  this  exuberant,  challeng¬ 
ing  exercise,  the  room  full  of 
friendly  shouts  and  laughter. 

When  Jean  Emile  Idiart,  of 
the  Basque  Hotel  &  Restaurant, 

was  10,  he  lived  in  Osses  in 
southern  France.  Jean  Emile 
loved  Christmas  and  remembers, 
although  it  may  not  have  snowed 
by  Christmas,  it  was  always  cold. 

Before  midnight  mass  there 
would  be  story  telling,  roasted 
chestnuts  and  cups  of  hot  choco¬ 
late  to  warm  cold  hands.  On 
Christmas  Day,  there  was  a 
dinner  of  turkey  and  lamb 
followed  by  a  chocolate  yule  log. 
The  four  Idiart  children  ex¬ 
changed  simple,  homemade  gifts 
and  made  their  own  cards  and 
decorations  in  school. 

Pam  Branch,  North  Beach’s 
State  Farm  Insurance  agent, 
remembers  Christmas  in  the  East 
Bay  where  she  grew  up.  “We 


always  went  up  The  Arlington  (a 
hilltop  street)  in  El  Cerrito.  One 
of  the  neighbors  decorated  his 
house  and  yard  with  10,000  lights. 
He  was  famous.  People  from  all 
over  would  drive  up  The  Arling¬ 
ton.  It  got  to  be  such  a  big  thing 
that  the  police  had  to  be  there  to 
control  traffic.  It  was  a  one-acre 
fantasy  land  of  mangers,  bible 
scenes,  camels,  sheep,  a  Santa 
Claus,  electronic  moving  parts  and 
amplified  music.  Finally  the 
neighbors  complained.  Four  years 
ago,  after  church,  my  family  and  I 
went  for  the  last  time. 

Tonina  Machi,  manager  of 
Victoria  Pastry,  actually  grew  up 
in  North  Beach  on  Chestnut 
Street.  The  Machis,  transplanted 
Sicilians,  had  a  family  ritual  of 
baking  dozens  of  cuccidatti,  a 
dense  fig  cookie  made  in  Palermo 
and  nearby  Sciacca  where 
Tonina’ s  maternal  nonna, 
Giuseppa  Curreri,  was  bom. 

Nonna  Curreri  made  the  dough 
and  the  filling,  while  the  other 
women  in  the  family  helped  roll, 
fill  and  shape  the  cookies.  Little 
Tonina’s  job  was  snipping  the  tips 
of  the  cookies. 

Nonna  Curreri  would  lovingly 
oversee  the  entire  process  making 
certain  that  her  three  daughters 
did  everything  just  right.  It  was  a 
full  day  in  the  kitchen  but  always 
lots  of  fun  with  plenty  of  talking 
and  gossiping.  Women  friends 
would  stop  by  to  pitch  in  too. 

When  the  long  day  was  finished. 


Conintued  on  Page  24 
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Book 

Review 

By  Dana  Chisnell 


“You’re  In  Your  Mother’s 
Arms:  The  Life  and  Legacy  of 
Congressman  Phil  Burton” 

by  Judith  Robinson 

Dlustrated  and  indexed,  759 
pages,  author-published.  $35.00 


If  anyone  needed  proof  that 
there  are  good  “career  politicians” 
after  this  most  recent  election, 
Judith  Robinson  --  long-time  Hill 
Dweller  and  former  THD  Board 
member  --  provides  it  amply  in  a 
book  about  possibly  the  best 
friend  and  politician  California 
has  ever  had.  All  around  us  in 
San  Francisco  are  reminders  of 
Phillip  Burton,  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  of  which  may  be  the  Golden 
Gate  National  Recreation  Area 
(GGNRA),  park  areas  that 
include  Fort  Mason  and  the 
Presidio. 

Phil  Burton  was  chairman  of 
the  Interior  subcommittee  on 
national  parks  in  the  late  1970’s. 
During  this  time,  the  GGNRA 
was  just  one  part  of  the  “most 
sweeping  park  legislation  ever  to 
pass  Congress,”  in  one  of 
Burton’s  most  ironic  acts  --  this 
was  not  an  outdoorsman.  The 
book  contains  many  amusing  and 
colorful  stories  about  Burton  and 
his  involvement  in  establishing 
park  areas  all  over  California  and 
beyond. 

This  aggressive,  old-school 
Democrat  was  involved  in  the 
creation  of  legislation  for  many 
other  things  we  take  for  granted 


now.  For  example,  in  the  1960’s, 
Burton  worked  to  raise  the 
minimum  wage  and  expand 
benefits  and  protections  to 
workers  who  had  had  few  or  none 
before.  He  considered  himself 
representative  of  laborers  and 
labor  unions  throughout  this  long 
political  career  from  the  Team¬ 
sters  to  the  United  Farm  Workers. 
Burton  was  first  elected  to  the 
California  Assembly  in  1954  and 
stayed  there  until  he  ran  for 
Congress  in  1964,  continuing 
there  until  his  death  in  1983. 

Burton  was  involved  in 
reapportionment  of  districts  in 
California  in  the  1960’s  (virtually 
inventing  a  district  for  now- 
Assembly  Speaker  Willie  Brown), 
‘70’s  (pushing  a  spot  for  his 
brother  John  Burton),  and  ‘80’s. 
He  worked  behind  the  scenes  to 
get  Democrats  who  were  on  the 
House  Un-American  Activities 
Committee  (HUAC)  reassigned  to 
other  committees  in  an  effort  to 
disband  the  HUAC  forever.  He 
ran  for  House  Majority  Leader  in 
1976,  and  even  though  his 
“supporters  loved  and  admired 
him  for  his  giant  brain  and 
capacity  to  work  an  issue  to  its 
conclusion,”  others  “who  were 
overridden  —  either  by  his 
legislative  maneuvers  or  the  force 
of  his  personality  --  disliked  him 
personally,  some  privately  hated 
him.”  It  was  the  race  of  his  life, 
which  he  lost  by  one  vote  to  Jim 
Wright. 

Continued  on  next  page 
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Robinson,  who  has  also  written 
a  book  about  the  Hearst  family 
(“The  Hearsts:  An  American 
Dynasty,”  1991,  Avon  Books), 
has  portrayed  the  rich  character 
of  a  man  who  could  be  abrasive, 
loud  and  often  uncouth  in  his 
interactions  with  politicos  and 
constituents,  but  who  cared 
deeply  about  the  people  of 
California  and  their  quality  of 
life.  Through  extensive  research 
and  countless  personal  interviews 
with  Phil  Burton’s  staff,  associ¬ 
ates,  and  family,  the  author  also 
gives  us  the  person  of  Phil 
Burton,  extending  to  us  the 
intensity  and  importance  of  this 
local  —  largely  unsung  —  hero. 

“Your  In  Your  Mother’s 
Arms”  also  talks  about  Sala, 

Phil’s  wife  and  Congressional 
successor  (she  took  his  seat  after 
he  died  and  was  elected  in  her 
own  right),  and  his  brother  John’s 
political  and  personal  struggles. 
There  are  a  thousand  names  here 
that  anyone  who  reads  a  newspa¬ 
per  or  watches  the  television  news 
will  be  familiar  with,  all  of  them 
connected  somehow  with  Phil 
Burton. 

Don’t  let  the  length  of  the  book 
put  you  off.  It’s  a  good  read 
cover-to-cover,  and  because  it  is 


well  footnoted  and  indexed  you 
can  just  pick  out  your  favorite 
players  This  book  will  be 
engaging  to  anyone  who  knows 
the  names  already,  but  might  like 
to  review  the  paths  they  took  to 
where  they  are  now.  It’s  also  an 
excellent  text  on  how  Congress 
works  and  a  handbook  on  the  last 
generation  of  contributors  to 
California  politics  and  legisla¬ 
tion.  It’s  loaded  with  anecdotes 
and  quotes  from  those  who 
worked  with  and  around  Phil 
Burton,  and  the  author  does  a  fine 
job  of  connecting  the  dots  of 
relationships  among  the  high- 
powered  players  of  the  other 
important  hill. 

“You’re  In  Your  Mother’s 
Arms”  is  available  at  City  Lights 
on  Columbus  and  at  Alexander 
Book  Company,  50  Second  Street 
--  but  ask  for  it  at  your  favorite 
bookstore. 
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Tel  Hill 


Special  Use 

District 

Update 

by  Jim  Valenti, 

Planning  and  Zoning  Chair 


The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Board  of  Directors’  vote  to 
support  a  proposed  rezoning 
ordinance  for  portions  of  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  aroused  opinions  and 
action  from  many  concerned 
neighbors.  The  majority  of 
respondents  agreed  the  current 
RH-3  zoning  rules,  and  interpre¬ 
tations  of  those  rules,  do  little  to 
protect  the  hillside  lots  from  over¬ 
development,  and  that  a  Special 
Zoning  District  would  help 
protect  Telegraph  Hill  neighbor¬ 
hoods.  However,  many  felt  the 
legislation’s  height  and  bulk 
limitations  were  too  restrictive 
considering  the  area’s  unusually 
small  lot  sizes  and  the  extent  of 
existing  average  lot  coverage. 


The  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers 
Board  agreed  and  at  the  October 
12,  1994  meeting  voted  to  submit 
a  revised  ordinance  within  120 
days.  A  special  committee  of 
concerned  professionals,  each 
with  a  long  history  of  community 
involvement,  convened  to  craft  a 
more  comprehensive  and  less 
controversial  ordinance.  The  re¬ 
drafted  ordinance  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  to  THD  members  and 
properties  within  the  new  district 
to  elicit  a  response  from  the 
community.  There  will  be  at 
least  one  public  forum  for 
discussion  of  salient  issues  before 
the  revised  legislation  is  re¬ 
submitted  to  the  San  Francisco 
Board  of  Supervisors  for  action. 


For  the  AUGUST-OCTOBER  Period 


Hill  Crime 
Statistics 


by  Pat  Lorentzen 


TYPE: 

1993 

1994 

XCHANGE 

HomocidE 

1 

0 

Rape 

Robbery 

0 

14 

0 

10 

Assault 

23 

23 

Burglary 

22 

94 

52 

158 

Auto 

38 

61 

Other 

137 

148 

Total 

329 

452 

37.39% 

Ma  jor* 

192 

304 

58.33% 

# Homicide,  Rape,  Robbery,  Assault,  Burglary, 
Grand/Petty  Theft,  Auto  Theft,  Purse  Snatch 

Crime  Notes 

After  an  hiatus  of  many 
months,  Central  Station  has 
scheduled  an  evening  Police 
Community  Relations  meeting  for 
Thursday,  December  15,  at  7:30 
pm.  Tom  Field  will  chair  the 
meeting.  A  good  turnout  would 
encourage  this  important  commu¬ 
nity  activity  on  a  regular  basis. 


During  the  holiday  season 
SFPD  will  have  additional  patrols 
in  the  downtown  area  and 
possibly  along  Columbus  Avenue 
corridor,  but  your  own  vigilance 
will  serve  you  well.  Always  lock 
your  car  and  put  packages  and 
other  items  in  the  trunk.  Be 
aware  of  those  around  you.  Street 
smarts  are  your  best  defense 
against  the  unexpected. 

A  happy,  safe  holiday  season  to 
all. 
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Parking  & 

Traffic 

Committe 

Year-End 

Report 

by  Gerald  Hurtado 


1994  has  been  a  year  of 
accomplishment.  The  Parking 
Committee  grew  to  some  50 
participants.  We’ve  worked  with 
the  Department  of  Parking  & 
Traffic  (DPT),  the  Russian  Hill 
Neighbors,  the  North  Beach 
Neighbors  and  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce  to  resolve 
parking  and  traffic  problems  in 
North  Beach. 

We’ve  met  monthly  in  local 
coffee  houses.  Our  thanks  to 
Caffe  Europa,  Malvina’s,  Gather¬ 
ing  Caffe,  North  End  Caffe,  Caffe 
Viva  and  Caffe  Roma.  Each  has 
its  unique  atmosphere  and  great 
coffee! 


North  Beach  Garage 

The  demolition  of  the  old 
North  Beach  garage  has  been  put 
back  to  January  1995.  The  City’s 
proposed  plan  for  a  new  garage  on 
that  site  is  on  hold.  The  Tele¬ 
graph  Hill  Dwellers  supports 
additional  parking  consistent  with 
the  integrity  of  the  forty-foot 
height  limit.  (See  story  by  June 
A.  Osterberg  in  this  issue) 

Grant  Ave.  Congestion 

North  Beach  Pizza  continues  to 
double  park  its  delivery  vehicles 
on  Grant  causing  gridlock.  Their 
representative  met  with  us  last 
May.  They  have  engaged  in 
dialogue  and  letter  writing  with 
DPT.  Months  later  nothing  is 
resolved.  It  appears  to  be  conve¬ 
nient  and  cost  effective  for  them 


to  continue  double  parking  on 
Grant  Avenue.  To  date  DPT 
Enforcement  seems  unable  to 
provide  adequate  disincentive. 

The  Post  Office 

The  North  Beach  Post  Office 
interrupts  traffic  on  Stockton. 
They  park  large  trucks  at  right 
angles  to  the  curb  blocking  a  lane 
of  traffic.  The  Post  Office 
provides  counter  and  mailbox 
service  to  the  neighborhood.  It’s 
also  a  redistribution  station  which 
accounts  for  the  large  trucks.  For 
years  the  Post  Office  has  planned 
to  move  this  redistribution  center 
to  a  better  location.  We  encour¬ 
age  the  Post  Office  to  work  to 
resolve  this  problem. 

Some  Accomplishments 

We  are  proud  that  we  have 
gained  two  legal  parking  spaces 
on  Vallejo  Street  and  recovered 
one  parking  space  on  Pfeiffer. 
We’ve  got  green  half-hour  meters 
where  they’ll  do  some  good. 
Scooter  spaces  have  been  created 
on  Columbus  to  get  them  off  the 
sidewalk.  And  we  have  got  many 
small  things  done,  e  g.,  road 
signs  changed,  curb  markings 
repainted  and  the  like.  Thanks  to 
Tom  Folks,  DPT  Traffic  Engi¬ 
neer. 

Continued  on  Page  22 
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Deja  Vu 
All  Over 
Again?  (Or 
International 
Hotel 
Revisited) 

by  June  A.  Osterberg 


Tired  of  reading  about  the 
embattled  North  Beach  Garage? 
It’s  going  down,  we  read.  But  it’s 
still  up.  The  City  wants  to 
replace  it  with  a  65-foot  brute. 

The  Dwellers  say,  “Oh  no  you 
don’t.” 

After  all  the  years  of  contro¬ 
versy,  some  THD  members  may 
have  thrown  up  their  hands. 

They  may  believe  the  City’s  plan 
is  inevitable.  They  think  it’s  A 
Done  Deal.  Well,  it’s  not. 

The  City  appears  determined  to 
demolish  the  building  on  Vallejo 
Street,  across  from  Central 
Station.  But  if,  and  when,  the 
wrecker’s  ball  swings,  the  City 
does  not  have  the  money  to  build 
the  new  parking  garage.  We  are 
headed  for  another  debacle  like 
the  International  Hotel  or  the 
William  Tell  Hotel  fiasco  --  only 
right  here  in  our  neighborhood. 

Many  longtime  North  Beach 
residents  feel  that  the  whole  idea 
of  tear-down  and  build-new  is 
downright  silly.  It’s  time  to  take 
a  hard  look  at  the  entire  scheme, 
before  the  sturdy  old  garage  in 
destroyed.  The  present  garage 
has  a  capacity  for  parking  125 
cars  inside  and  out.  What  will  we 
have  if  the  City  persists  in 
bringing  the  North  Beach  Garage 
down?  A  huge  slab  of  asphalt 
with  space  to  park  79  cars,  all  in 
the  open  —  a  situation  that  would 
exist  until  a  bond  issue  is  sold 
and  a  new  garage  is  constructed. 

The  project  is  at  a  critical 
juncture.  Despite  all  the  issues 


about  the  project’s  feasibility  that 
remain  to  be  resolved,  the  City 
has  advertised  for  bids  to  demol¬ 
ish  the  North  Beach  Garage.  The 
bids  were  due  before  the  end  of 
November.  Demolition  is 
scheduled  for  January  or  Febru¬ 
ary.  It  may  take  until  next  June 
for  the  preparation  and  paving  of 
the  resulting  empty  lot,  according 
to  Kevin  Hagerty,  the  City’s 
Director  of  Off-Street  Parking. 
Meanwhile,  the  125  drivers  who 
have  been  parking  for  years  at 
735  Vallejo  will  be  out  on  the 
streets  earnestly  seeking  scarce 
on-street  parking  spots. 

How  long  would  this  forlorn 
quarter-block  remain  vacant? 
Fifteen  years  and  counting,  as 
with  the  International  Hotel?  Or 
even  longer,  as  with  the  disgust¬ 
ing  William  Tell  Hotel  site  off 
Columbus,  near  the  Financial 
District? 

There  is  another  example  of  a 
neighborhood-serving  business 
that  was  demolished  and  has  not 
been  replaced  with  its  intended 
use.  That  is  the  Daphne  Mortuary 
on  Powell  Street,  which  is  now  an 
ugly  gravel  lot  with  a  chain-link 
fence  that  is  beginning  to  attract 
trash.  Like  the  mortuary,  the 
North  Beach  Garage  was  acquired 
through  the  exercise  of  public 
domain.  The  owners  of  the 
garage  did  not  want  to  sell  and 
neither  did  the  mortuary’s 
owners. 

The  City  bought  the  North 
Beach  Garage  for  $4.7  million  in 


Issue  Number  130  December  1994  -  Page  No  19 


1988.  Of  that  purchase  price, 
about  $400,000  was  held  in 
escrow  to  provide  for  cleanup  of 
decades  of  accumulated  toxic 
wastes.  Hagerty  said  that  the 
City’s  chief  reason  for  wishing  to 
demolish  the  old  garage  is  to 
avoid  possible  liability  over  toxic 
contamination.  The  former 
property  owners  removed  old 
tanks  from  beneath  the  sidewalk 
to  comply  with  environmental 
safety  requirements,  but  one 
remaining  tank  began  to  leak  in 
last  year’s  rains.  The  City  claims 
that  the  tank  cannot  be  removed 
while  the  building  is  standing. 

Ray  Barone,  proprietor  of  the 
North  Beach  Garage  since  1956, 
disputes  that  contention.  He  is 
convinced  that  the  tank  could  be 
safely  plucked  out  of  the  ground 
without  tearing  down  the  perfectly 
good  garage. 

Harry  Quinn  of  the  City’s  Real 
Estate  Department  also  contends 
that  this  property  needs  to  be 
“remediated”  because  of  a  broken 
sewer  main  on  Sutter  Street,  the 
overflow  of  which  is  ending  up  at 
this  very  site  on  Vallejo.  One  can 
only  wonder  why  the  sewer  main 
is  not  repaired,  thereby  removing 
that  particular  threat  to  public 
safety. 

Ray  Barone  also  pointed  out 
that  there  are  two  other  unused 
garage  buildings  within  a  block  or 
two  on  Powell  that  could  be  used 
for  parking  rather  than  the  North 
Beach  Garage  which  is  very  much 
in  use. 


Other  facts  that  cry  out  for  a 
new  look  at  this  dubious  project: 

1 .  The  City  does  not  have  an 
approved  design  for  new  facility. 

2.  The  neighborhood  does  not 
agree  with  the  premise  that  65 
feet  is  needed  for  adequate 
capacity.  Many  Dwellers  fell  that 
the  City  should  not  try  to  circum¬ 
vent  North  Beach  height  limits, 
no  matter  what  the  pretext. 

3.  The  City’s  proposal  for  a  65- 
foot  garage  would  have  provided 
for  3 1 5  spaces  above  ground,  at 
an  average  cost  of  $18,000  per 
parking  space.  If  held  to  the  40- 
foot  allowed  height,  166  spaces 
would  be  above  ground  and  149 
below  ground.  The  average  cost 
per  parking  space  for  going  below 
ground  is  $35,000. 

4.  The  very  idea  of  providing  an 
enormous  new  parking  facility  in 
North  Beach  runs  counter  to  a 
major  change  being  considered 
for  this  neighborhood.  Various 
ways  of  linking  North  Beach  to 
the  new  waterfront  and 
Fisherman’s  Wharf  are  based  on 
mass  transit  ideas.  Many  people 
recall  when  the  F  car  ran  down 
Columbus  Avenue.  Now  there 
will  be  the  F  line  along 
Embarcadero.  The  San  Francisco 
Transportation  Authority  on 
which  all  the  supervisors  serve  is 
concentrating  on  traffic  corridors 
that  commuters  use,  which 
include  North  Beach  streets.  This 
is  not  to  say  that  more  parking  is 
not  needed  but  a  project  of  this 
magnitude  should  be  correlated 


with  other  sweeping  changes  that 
are  on  the  drawing  board. 

Right  now,  before  it  is  too  late, 
let’s  raise  the  question  again,  as 
Herb  Kosovitz  has  done:  Why 
should  the  project  go  ahead  at  all? 
Can  it  not  be  acknowledged  that 
this  project,  as  now  drawn,  is  not 
what  the  community  needs? 

If  a  new  parking  garage  is 
desired,  many  believe  it  should  be 
built  elsewhere,  where  an  historic, 
functioning  building  does  not 
have  to  be  sacrificed,  and  where 
the  construction  would  not  be  so 
disruptive.  Hanna  Suleiman, 
owner  of  Caffe  Greco  and  vice 
president  of  the  North  Beach 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  said, 
“Let’s  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  viable  alternatives  do  exist 
within  our  neighborhood.  This  is 
a  community  decision,  and  we 
need  everybody’s  input  and 
everybody  working  together.” 

The  time  to  protest  is  now.  All 
Dwellers  who  think  it  is  wrong  to 
demolish  a  stable,  friendly 
operation  in  favor  of  an  asphalt 
slab,  may  express  themselves  to 
the  following: 

S.F.  Parking  and  Traffic 
Commission,  John  L.  Molinari, 
President,  25  Van  Ness  Ave., 

Suite  410,  San  Francisco,  94102 
(554-9800).  Other  members  are 
vice  president  Frederick  Jordan, 
Steve  Heminger,  Helen  Hobbs, 
and  Betty  Louie. 

John  E.  Newlin,  Executive 
Director,  Dept,  of  Parking  and 
Traffic,  same  address  (554-9835). 
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New  Condo 
Development 


by  Bob  Tibbits 


On  November  3rd  the  City 
Planning  Commission  voted  to 
approve  a  Conditional  Use  for 
1 15  Telegraph  Hill  Boulevard  and 
two  adjoining  lots  on  the  western 
Filbert  steps  above  Kearny  Street 
to  permit  new  construction  of  a 
six-unit  condominium  apartment 
building  in  this  RH-3  (House- 
three  family)  zoning  district. 
Concurrently,  the  Zoning 
Administrator  agreed  to  grant 
a  variance  that  would  permit 
additional  rear  yard  coverage  and 
major  modifications  to  a  dilapi¬ 
dated  rear-yard  cottage  that  will 
be  essentially  reconstructed  as  a 
seventh  condominium  unit.  All 
the  other  existing  structures  on 
these  three  lots,  however,  were 
deemed  to  be  “unsound”  by  the 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection, 
and  the  three  lots  will  be  merged 
into  one  7,563  square  foot 
property. 


The  application  for  the  six 
condominiums  was  originally 
submitted  March  24th  last  year. 

A  favorable  environmental  review 
was  approved  by  the  Commission 
and  its  first  public  hearing  on  the 
matter  was  conducted  in  October 
1993.  The  Theodore  Brown  & 
Partners,  Inc.  design  called  for  a 
structure  with  16,440  square  feet 
of  gross  floor  area  rising  40  feet 
above  the  mid-point  of  each  lot 
going  down  the  steps.  A  nine-car 
garage  was  planned  for  an  entire 
floor  with  access/egress  at 
Telegraph  Hill  Boulevard. 
Opposition  to  this  proposal  by 
several  immediate  neighbors  led 


by  Dr.  William  Rutter  focussed  on 
its  massive  bulk  which  was 
regarded  as  out-of-scale  with  the 
surrounding  buildings.  The 
Commission  suggested  that  the 
building  could  be  re-designed  and 
asked  for  a  scaled  down  structure. 

At  the  second  public  hearing  in 
August  the  architectural  firm 
presented  new  plans  with  about 
5%  less  floor  area,  but  200  fewer 
square  feet  of  rear  yard.  The 
garage  was  also  reduced  to  seven 
spaces  occupying  3,490  gross 
square  feet.  Seeking  a  construc¬ 
tive  response,  the  neighbors' 
group  had  hired  its  own  designer. 
He  presented  an  alternative  plan 
with  approximately  the  same  floor 
space  but  reduced  ten  feet  in 
height.  The  rear  of  the  structure 
was  tiered  more  into  conformity 
with  the  downslope  of  the  lots.  A 
third  level  below  the  boulevard 
grade  was  created  to  achieve  this 
balance.  The  group  also  dis¬ 
played  scale  models  including 
surrounding  buildings  that 
highlighted  the  difference  in 
building  mass  so  dramatically 
that  the  Commission  requested 
further  modifications.  The  final 
rendition  approved  by  the 
Commission  eliminated  one  story 
in  height  by  adding  nearly  900 
square  feet  below  grade  for  a  total 
of  15,748  gross  square  feet. 
However,  the  rear  yard  area  was 
reduced  by  1 8%  compared  with 
the  initial  design  proposal. 

A  proposed  presentation  to 
THD’s  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
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final  design  scheme  never 
materialized  due  to  time  con¬ 
straints,  so  only  a  few  members 
were  able  to  review  the  plans 
before  the  last  hearing.  Directors 
Wells  Whitney  and  Maud  Hallin 
wrote  letters  to  the  Commission 
expressing  their  individual 
support,  but  no  formal  Board 
action  was  taken.  Whether  the 
project  (regarded  by  some  as  more 
appropriate  for  suburban 
Blackhawk  than  Telegraph  Hill) 
“relates  to  the  prevailing  scale  or 
character  of  development  so  as  to 
avoid  an  overwhelming  or 


dominating  appearance”,  as  the 
Commission  stated  in  its  findings, 
remains  to  be  seen. 

The  approval  includes  several 
strict  conditions  regarding  the 
construction  staging  and  traffic 
plans,  including  an  appeal 
process  through  the  Zoning 
Administrator  and  public  hearing 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Commis¬ 
sion.  Barring  an  appeal  to  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  the  devel¬ 
oper  will  have  three  years  to 
prepare  final  plans,  obtain 
necessary  building  permits  and 
commence  construction. 
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Continued  from  Page  17 

Holiday  Season  Tips 

People  in  a  festive  mood  are  apt 
to  make  a  couple  of  mistakes  that 
could  cost  them  holiday  fun.  A 
common  error  is  to  leave  presents 
in  your  car.  That’s  a  temptation 
for  theft,  and  you’ll  probably  lose 
a  window  in  the  process.  Of 
course  it’s  a  mistake  to  drink  and 
drive.  Appoint  a  designated 
driver  for  your  group  outing. 
Joyous  and  Safe  Holidays  to  all. 

Thank  You 
1994  Participants 

Shirley  Bates,  David  Benson, 
Wally  Breitman,  Peter  Buxton, 
Stanley  Burton,  Joe  Butler,  Julie 
Christensen,  Doyle  Cummings, 

Joe  Del  Valle,  Peter  D wares,  Kitty 
Donnelly,  Jack  Early,  Jim 
Faircloth,  Tom  Folks,  June  Fraps, 
Rod  Freebairn-Smith,  Fredric 
Freund,  Sally  Gould,  Lowell 


Groves  &  Bill  Varcoe,  Joy  Hahn, 
Tom  Havey,  Jerry  Hurtado, 
Andrew  &  Courtney  Jones,  Nancy 
Katz  (deceased),  Don  Kitson, 

Herb  Kosovitz,  John 
Laffranchini,  Ann  Lee,  Lesla 
Lehtonen,  Jonee  Levy,  James  & 
Mini  Mackey,  Beverly  Maddox, 
Jeanmarie  Maher,  Grace  Miller, 
Ann  &  George  Nielson,  June 
Osterberg,  Jeff  Pollack,  Roberta 
&  Manuel  Sivori,  Pam  Speich, 
Hanna  Suleiman,  Paul  &  Gail 
Switzer,  Barbara  Szerlip,  John 
Tansley,  Reg  &  Roberta 
Theriault,  Bob  Tibbits,  Elmer 
Tosta,  Grace  Ann  Walden,  Jack 
Weeden,  Joan  Wood,  Jim  Valenti 
and  Bond  Yee. 

The  next  meeting  will  be  held 
at  the  Gathering  Caffe,  1326 
Grant,  Saturday,  December  10, 
1995  at  1 1AM.  Join  us! 


Parking  & 
Traffic... 


ORDER  YOUR  THD  FASHION  SWEAT  SHIRT 

PO  Box  330159 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Sizes:  M  L  XL 
T  Shirts  $10  each 
Sweat  shirts  $20  each 
Add  $3  ea.  for  delivery 


NAME _ 

ADDRESS 


QUAN: _ T  SHIRT  _ SWEAT  SIZE 


1 


b 
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Membership 

Report 

by  Bob  Ilse 

Welcome  new  members 

From  our  Fall  membership 
drive,  the  North  Beach  Street  Fair 
and  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dweller’s 
Picnic  we  have  over  100  new 
members.  Everyone’s  member¬ 
ship  is  good  from  one  year  of  the 
anniversary  of  payment  of  your 
dues.  So  if  you  joined  in  October, 
your  membership  is  good  for  one 
year  from  October. 

Some  bad  news 

We  lost  over  100  members  for 
non-payment  of  dues.  As  postage 
and  administrative  costs  are 
rising,  please  pay  your  dues  on 
the  first  notice!  It  costs  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  twice 
when  we  have  to  mail  a  second 
notice.  At  $15.00  per  year, 
membership  is  still  a  bargain. 


Trouble  with  the 
Post  Office ! 

I  have  received  a  number  of 
calls  and  letters  about  not 
receiving  The  Semaphore  or 
meeting  announcements.  We 
have  been  having  a  hard  time 
with  the  Post  Office  delivering 
them.  If  you  are  certain  that  you 
are  a  paid  member  (please  drop 
me  a  line  if  you  are  not  certain), 
please  contact  your  postal  carrier 
to  complain  about  the  service. 
Only  this  way  can  we  get  the 
service  improved. 

Holiday  ideas 

Why  not  give  a  gift  member¬ 
ship  to  a  neighbor,  tenant,  or 
friend?  With  all  the  great  events 
and  information  about  The  Hill,  it 
will  be  a  gift  remembered  year- 
round!  Please  send  in  the  form  at 
right  and  you  special  person  will 
begin  to  enjoy  the  rewards! 


Keep  Friends 
UP-TO-DATE 
on  News  of 
Telegraph  Hill 

Sign  Them  Up  as 
THD  Members 
&  They'll  Get  a 
Semaphore 
Subscription 

Name: 


Street: 


City: _ 

State: _ Zip: _ _ 

ONLY  $15 

THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL 
DWELLERS 
P.O.BOX  330159 
SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA 
94133 
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Merchant's 

Christmas... 

Continued  from  Page  13 
everyone  went  home  with  little 
bags  of  samples  but  Nonna  kept 
most  of  them  to  serve  guests  or 
give  away  as  gifts. 

Everything  Tonina’s  grand¬ 
mother  cooked  was  a  family 
tradition  handed  down  from  one 
generation  to  another.  Recipes 
were  never  written  down  but 
Giuseppa’s  daughter,  Jeanne 
Ghiglieri  still  lives  in  North 
Beach  and  has  done  her  best  to 
transcribe  her  mother’s  verbal 
directions  into  a  written  recipe  for 
The  Semaphore  readers  (see 
recipe  below). 


|  2  1/2  lbs.  dried  white  figs,  chopped 

■  2  1/2  lbs.  dried  black  figs,  chopped 
®  1  1/2  lbs.  dates,  chopped 

■  1  lb.  of  glazed  fruit,  chopped 

I 


|  Nonna  Curreri’s  Cuccidatti  (Sicilian  Fig  Cookies)  thd  recipe  card 

|  Filling: 

Peel  of  1  lemon,  diced  Marsala  wine 

Peel  of  3  oranges,  diced  1  lb.  raisins,  diced 

2  tsp.  nutmeg,  to  taste  1  tsp.  cinnamon,  to  taste 

1  tsp.  powdered  cloves,  to  taste 

Soak  above  ingredients  in  enough  Marsala  wine  to  cover  overnight.  Strain.  Save  the  Marsala.  Grind 
I  everything  together,  then  put  Marsala  back  and  mix  together.  Add  nutmeg,  cloves,  cinnamon.  Mix  . 

I  Dough: 

|  5  lbs.  flour  1  quart  milk  4  tbsp.  baking  powder 

1 2  1/2  lbs.  sugar  3  tbsp.  vanilla  6  eggs 

|  1  1/2  cups  vegetable  shortening 

|  Fold  together  flour,  sugar,  eggs,  shortening.  Add  quart  of  milk,  or  enough  so  dough  is  of  rolling 
-consistency.  Add  vanilla  and  baking  powder.  Roll  dough  out  to  1/4  inch  thickness.  Cut  into 
*  preferred  shapes,  squares,  circles,  crescents,  etc.  Spoon  filling  onto  dough.  Fold  over  dough  to  cover 
I  and  pinch  edges  with  egg  yolk  to  make  it  stick.  Place  on  cookie  sheets  and  bake  in  oven  at  350 
|  degrees  until  golden  brown.  Can  be  left  plain  or  topped  with  a  simple  white  icing  and  sprinkles. 
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Walking  the 
Hill  -  Part  III 

by  Joe  Luttrell 


We  can  begin  our  third  and 
concluding  walk  through  the 
Historic  District  at  the  comer  of 
Napier  Lane  and  the  Filbert 
Steps,  where  we  last  left  each 
other,  enjoying  the  beauty  of  the 
Grace  Marchant  Gardens  from 
the  crude  but  effective  bench  at 
their  intersection.  As  we  descend 
the  Filbert  Steps  from  Montgom¬ 
ery  to  reach  the  start  of  our  walk, 
take  another  good  look  at  the 
cottages  and  homes  on  your  left; 
they  comprise  one  of  only  two 
complete  stretches  of  pre-1870 
buildings  remaining  in  the 
District  (we  will  pass  by  the  other 
later  in  this  walk). 

Let  us  first  walk  down  Napier 
Lane.  It  is  the  only  boardwalk 
surviving  in  the  Historic  District, 
and  one  of  the  few  left  in  San 
Francisco.  Almost  immediately 
on  our  right,  at  No.  8  in  the 
brown  shingled  building,  is  Grace 
Marchant’ s  address;  can  we  still 
imagine  her  spirit  looking  over 
the  garden  she  tended? 

Right  next  door,  at  No.  10,  is 
the  oldest  structure  on  the  lane, 
vying  for  fourth  oldest  in  the 
district.  Its  false  front  likely  dates 


from  the  late  1880’s,  but  if  you 
stand  just  in  between  Nos.  8  and 
10  and  peer  6-8  feet  inwards,  you 
will  be  able  to  detect  the  outline 
and  roof  of  the  original  board- 
frame  cottage,  conjecturally  dated 
to  1857. 

Just  a  few  further  steps  down 
the  lane,  on  its  other  side  at  No. 
21,  is  a  very  good  example  of 
multi-story  balustraded  balconies 
and  stairs  on  the  front  of  a 
dwelling,  more  common  previ¬ 
ously  than  now.  Several  dwell¬ 
ings  on  this  end  of  the  lane  have 
changed  hands  within  the  past 
few  years,  and  the  amount  of 
restoration  has  been  substantial; 
you  will  probably  detect  scaffold¬ 
ing  on  one  building  at  the  lane’s 
end  still  under  renovation.  But 
the  architecture  on  the  lane  side 
has  largely  been  preserved  and 
earlier  design  restored,  thanks  in 
part  to  the  Historic  District 
legislation. 

Returning  to  the  Filbert  Steps, 
turn  left  downhill.  As  we  pass 
from  the  wooden  steps  and  the 
gardens  onto  the  vertiginous 
concrete  stairs,  we  will  actually 
leave  the  District  briefly,  to  make 
our  way  around  the  block.  Below 
us  on  the  left,  the  large  white 
building  (the  old  Walters  ware¬ 
house)  was  recently  purchased  by 
Levi  Strauss,  whose  first  effort  as 
new  owner  was  to  asphalt  over 
the  charming  garden  once 
gracing  the  warehouse  roof. 
Looking  up  to  our  right,  you  will 
see  the  enormous  retaining  wall 
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built  by  the  city  to  hold  up  the 
lower  Alta  Street  hill. 

Bear  left  around  the  Walters 
warehouse  and  down  Sansome  for 
one  block;  across  the  street,  the 
newish  brick  buildings  are  much 
of  the  Levi  Strauss  world  head¬ 
quarters  complex.  Turning  left 
on  Greenwich,  you  will  confront 
another  set  of  concrete  stairs 
which,  once  mounted,  will  have 
you  back  in  the  District. 

At  the  stairs’  top,  pause  to  peek 
over  the  gate  to  221  Greenwich, 
whose  roof  you  will  just  barely  be 
able  to  make  out;  tucked  back 
between  Greenwich  and  Napier,  it 
has  been  provisionally  dated  to 
1857,  as  has  been  No.  237,  the 
two  oldest  dwellings  on  the 
Greenwich  Steps  you  are  about  to 
traverse.  As  we  proceed  along 
Greenwich,  you  may  be  reminded 
of  the  Grace  Marchant  gardens, 
as  well  you  might;  it  was  here 
that  Grace  Marchant  first  settled 
upon  moving  to  San  Francisco  (at 
235  Greenwich,  in  the  com¬ 
pound),  and  where  she  and  her 
daughter,  Valetta  Heslett,  long 
have  gardened.  Just  as  we  leave 
the  upwardly  sloping  sidewalk 
and  begin  our  ascent  up  more 
flights  of  concrete  steps,  note  the 
white  cottage  to  our  left  at  285 
(its  mailbox  is  just  around  the 
corner  on  Montgomery),  moved  to 
its  present  site  from  1422  Mont¬ 
gomery  and  then  enlarged. 

As  we  make  our  way  up  the 
steps  to  the  street  at  Montgomery, 


we  will  first  pass  1460  and  then 
go  under  the  driveway  of  the  last 
building  in  this  part  of  the 
District,  that  at  1470  Montgom¬ 
ery.  All  of  the  rest  of  the  build¬ 
ings  in  the  1400  block  apart  from 
these  two  are  excluded  from  the 
District.  This  even  includes 
Julius  Castle,  though  the  latter  is 
a  designated  city  landmark. 

We  may  now  choose  a  side 
excursion  up  the  next  block  of 
Greenwich  stairs  taking  us  to  Coit 
Tower,  all  outside  the  District, 
but  particularly  appropriate  to  do 
this  year  as  we  celebrate  the  60th 
anniversary  of  Coit  Tower’s 
opening  in  October,  1934.  With 
its  wonderful  murals,  27  in 
number,  all  frescoes,  it  is  the  first 
major  Depression  effort  of  the 
Public  Works  of  Art  Project. 
Twenty  of  the  27  murals  may  be 
viewed  every  day  without  charge 
from  10:00  to  6:30  (the  confusing 
admission  charge  sign  applies 
only  to  the  elevator  trip  to  the  top 
for  the  view).  Seven  of  the 
murals,  on  the  second  floor  and  in 
the  staircase,  may  be  viewed 
without  charge  on  Saturdays  at 
11:00  when  a  City  Guide  offers  a 
tour,  and  on  Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays  at  10:00  when  a  tour  is 
led  ($5  per  person)  by  Masha 
Zakheim.  Daughter  of  one  of 
muralists,  Bernard  Zakheim,  she 
is  herself  the  author  of  the  highly 
authoritative  history  of  Coit 
Tower  and  its  murals,  providing 
94  well-rendered  full-color 
photographs  of  them  with  her 


commentary  and  history,  a  book 
still  available  from  her  or  pur¬ 
chasable  at  Coit  Tower. 

Whether  from  Coit  Tower  or 
Montgomery  and  Greenwich,  we 
make  our  way  back  to  The 
Shadows  Restaurant,  at  the  corner 
of  upper  Montgomery  and  Filbert. 
Getting  our  bearings,  we  walk 
slightly  uphill,  towards  Union 
Street  and  Speedy’s  Grocery.  As 
we  cross  upper  Alta,  we  once 
again  enter  the  District.  A  very 
nice,  last  stretch  this  is,  as  the 
next  three  dwellings,  some 
altered,  have  been  dated  to  the 
1860’s,  and  the  fourth  (at  the 
corner)  is  the  District’s  oldest, 
bringing  us  back  to  where  we 
started.  Between  them  is  School 
Alley,  the  District’s  narrowest 
street  at  8'  5H,  and  certainly  worth 
a  stroll  down  its  short,  brick- 
covered  length,  as  a  fitting  end  to 
this  District  walking-tour. 

For  those  who  would  like  a 
complete  copy  of  this  Historic 
District  Walking  Tour,  either  for 
themselves  or  for  out-of-town 
guests,  please  send  a  stamped, 
self-addressed  envelope  to:  Joe 
Luttrell,  28  Napier  Lane,  San 
Francisco  CA  94133. 


•W  J 

Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 

KAYEWOODS 

REAL • ESTATE 

2 1 '  Chestnut  Street  San  Francisco,  CA  94 133 

(415i362-1  100  Fax  (415)  362-8500 

(415)  398  4094 
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>V  Vi4  Valet  Parking 

XT. C*^l}^c^r  Banquets  UP  to  75 

y^I  T\V  1512  Stockton  Street 

'r*U  (415)392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 

Pacific 

V. 

The  Original  Italian  Pizza  from  our  woodburning  oven 

Valet  Parking  •  Banquet  Room  Available 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am 
Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 
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Another 

Era 

Ends 

by  Cyrus  Weiss 


The  stillness  of 
the  barber  pole 
was  eerie.  I  had 
always  imagined 
the  earth  would 
stop  spinning 
sooner  than  Joe 
and  Tony’s  twisting,  spiral  candy 
cane.  Each  morning  since  1932 
it  announced  to  the  neighborhood 
that  the  Priola  brothers’  Beau 
Brummell  Barber  Shop  on  2209 
Powell  Street  was  open  for 
business.  When  word  spread  that 
the  last  surviving  brother  had 
died,  a  pall  descended  on  the 
customers,  some  of  whom  were 
patrons  for  more  than  50  years. 
With  heads  bowed,  they  silently 
mourned  the  passing  of  an  era. 

The  shop  was  the  gathering 
place  of  local  denizens  who 
transcended  every  socioeconomic 
group,  and  at  its  closing  found  it 
to  be  irreplaceable.  Fishermen, 
priests,  politicians,  police  --  you 
name  it  -  warded  off  the  morning 
chill  with  a  mug  of  coffee, 
discussing  local  gossip.  Toasts  to 
weddings,  funerals,  births  and  all 
occasions  were  given  with  gusto. 
Nothing  that  happened  in  town 
escaped  their  scrutiny,  especially 
if  it  occurred  at  the  Beach, 
Telegraph  or  the  Wharf. 

The  Priola  boys  were  very 
close,  and  Joe’s  death  devastated 
Tony.  It  took  all  his  inner 
strength  to  keep  the  shop  going, 
which  he  did  with  style  and 
grace.  For  years  Tony  made  a 
killer  commute  from  Petaluma 


each  day  to  his  beloved  North 
Beach.  Heart  bypass,  gall  bladder 
and  throat  cancer  operations  were 
minor  inconveniences  to  this 
indomitable  84-year-old.  He 
spent  his  last  Saturday  taking 
care  of  customers,  then  he 
cleaned  the  shop  and  drove  home, 
where  he  died  peacefully  the  next 
day.  It  was  how  he  would  have 
wanted  it. 

Stories  abound  about  the  old 
shop,  some  true,  some  a  wee  bit 
embellished.  A  crystal  set  in  the 
old  shop  on  Vandewater  Street 
monitored  the  progress  of 
Lindbergh  as  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  The  new  shop  on 
Powell  was  still  an  empty  lot,  but 
the  boys  already  knew  Fontana 
Packing  would  soon  be  California 
Packing,  and  then  Del  Monte. 
Supposedly  the  inside  story  of 
Fatty  Arbuckle  was  revealed,  and 
that  Prohibition  would  soon  be 
repealed.  The  Powell  Street  shop 
knew  how  Artie  Samish  and  Jack 
Ehrlich  kept  Sally  Stanford’s 
1144  Pine  Street  establishment 
open,  with  help  from  Sunny  Jim. 

It  was  late  one  afternoon,  the 
story  goes,  that  three  longshore¬ 
men,  battered  and  bloodied,  came 
to  the  shop  seeking  help  and 
sanctuary.  They  were  known  to 
the  Priolas  as  decent  working 
men,  and  the  boys  immediately 
secreted  them  in  the  backyard 
labyrinths  of  Francisco  Street, 
where  they  seemingly  disap¬ 
peared.  Years  later  a  mysterious 
basket  of  fruit,  candy  and  flowers 
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arrived  at  the  shop  near  Christ¬ 
mas  with  a  card  attached, 
“Thanks.  HB.”  When  Simmons 
Mattress  moved  from  Bay  Street, 
the  building  was  taken  over  by  the 
Coast  Guard,  whose  “Loose  lips 
sink  ships”  policy  was  rigidly 
enforced.  They  were  astonished 
to  learn  from  boys  at  Beau 
Brummell  that  Jimmy  Doolittle 
would  soon  leave  Alameda  and 
bomb  Tokyo. 

During  the  Depression,  the 
workers  at  Luca’s  Restaurant 
worked  for  room,  board  and  tips. 
They  not  only  survived,  but  in 
many  cases  put  themselves 
through  college.  As  regular 
patrons  of  Joe’s  and  Tony’s,  they 
had  to  get  along  with  the  tough 
bunch  who  offloaded  the  grain  at 
Bauer-Schweitzer  as  the  railroad 
cars  moved  across  Francisco 
Street. 

Much  has  been  written  lately 
lamenting  the  demise  of  Mom  & 
Pop  stores  as  a  result  of  the 
proliferation  of  super  discount 
stores  and  franchises.  These 
enterprises  are  no  doubt  better  for 
all,  but  there  are  indeed  tradeoffs. 
As  sure  as  the  pot-bellied  stove 
from  the  last  century  was  missed, 
as  the  general  stores  disappeared, 
the  smell  of  Bay  Rum,  the  razor 
strop,  the  hail-fellow-well-met  of 
the  old  gang  and  the  musical 
incantation— "Next!”--will  be 
missed  as  well. 


Arts ... 

Continued  from  Page  1 1 
Airport  Commission,  the  new 
Main  Library;  with  Market  Street 
and  Embarcadero  interests 
focused  on  civic  design  and  art 
improvements;  with  the  Pops 
Concerts;  with  DPW  and  street 
artists;  and  many  other  projects 
providing  art,  architecture,  public 
space  refinements:  projects 
within  the  new  Courts  building; 
art  opportunities  within  City 
Hall’s  seismic  repairs;  ethnic 
neighborhood  arts  center  pro¬ 
grams;  transfer  programs  of 
military  lands;  programs  for 
individual  writers,  poets,  painters, 
performers,  architects,  artists  of 
every  interest. 

The  largest  project  under 
current  review  is  a  roughly  $2.5 
billion  grand  arrival  terminal  for 
San  Francisco  airport.  As  that 
extraordinary  project  progresses, 
there  will  be  more  to  report  in 
future  Semaphores. 


Handyman 

Repairs,  building  shelves, 
decks,  fences.  References, 
reasonable  rates.  Harry  Irving 
986-2654. 


To  place  a  classified  ad  call 
Steve  Hordat  781 - 1 1 17 


Library 

North  Beach  Library 
Collects  North  Beach 
Memorabilia 

Our  North  Beach  Librarian, 
Gardner  Haskell,  has  created  a 
section  of  books  about  our 
neighborhood  and  has  started  a 
special  file  of  articles  and  small 
publications  that  really  tell  the 
story  of  daily  life  in  North  Beach 
over  its  100-plus  years.  Go  by 
and  look  through  this  interesting 
collection,  and  think  —  do  you 
have  something  you  can  contrib¬ 
ute  to  it?  Gardner  is  particularly 
looking  for  issues  of  the  old 
“Little  City  News.” 

December  Readings 

JACK  KEROUAC  biographer 
Gerald  Nicosia  will  discuss  and 
read  from  the  new  edition  of  his 
biography.  Memory  Babe:  A 
Critical  Biography  of  Jack 
Kerouac.  7:30  pm.  Wed.,  Dec.  7. 

GRACE  PALEY’S  “The 
Loudest  Voice,”  the  story  of  what 
happens  when  a  young  Jewish 
girl  performs  in  a  grade  school 
Christmas  pageant  in  New 
York’s  1930s  Lower  East  Side  is 
fully  performed  by  the  acclaimed 
WORD  FOR  WORD  PLAYERS. 
7:30  pm.  Wed.,  Dec.  14. 

Both  events  are  at  the  North 
Beach  Library,  Mason  &  Colum¬ 
bus,  274-0270. 
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Annual 

Pumpkin 

Carving 


Results  of  the  Annual  Pumpkin  Carving  party  benefiting  the  Pimental  Garden 
included  this  artistic  interpretation  of  Coit  Tower  by  Ann  Petersen. 


Pumpkin  carvers  at  rest,  (left  to  right)  Claire  McQueeney,  Bill  Tischy,  Maud  Hallin, 
and  June  Fraps 


SUPPORT 
YOUR 
LOCAL 
BUSINESSES  - 
SHOP  LOCALLY 
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Matted  Ciuffreda 
781-1063 
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FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE 


SAN  FRANCISCO  TRAVEL 


Irene  Lindbeck 
Partner 


G55  MONTGOMERY  ST.,  SUITE  1005,  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94  1 1 1 

VOICE  415  677-8700  FAX  415  981-7409 


NOW  AVAILABLE  IN  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA 


We  create  legal  parking  spaces 

for 

HOMES,  FLATS,  APARTMENTS 
It  means: 

NO  MORE  SEARCHING  FOR  PARKING 
LESS  TRAFFIC  CONGESTION 
PROTECTION  FROM  VANDALISM 
Call  today  for  estimate: 

(510)  284-2092 
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Dear  Dwellers: 

Is  it  possible  that  group  action 
could  be  more  effective  than  your 
lone  voice  at  the  voting  booth? 

Do  you  wonder  whether  your  vote 
actually  made  a  difference  in 
bringing  about  an  accountable 
City  government,  and  whether 
there  might  be  a  better  solution? 

A  few  members  of  THD  are 
thinking  of  forming  an  ad  hoc 
committee  to  determine  the 
feasibility  of  whether  THD  could 
be  more  effective  in  achieving 
some  measure  of  accountability  at 


City  Hall.  Who  knows,  maybe 
other  neighborhood  groups  might 
be  interested. 

Don’t  just  get  mad,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  as  a  result  of  reading  the 
Fat  City  exposes  in  the  recent 
Examiner  series.  Get  even  by 
calling  the  undersigned  and 
offering  some  input.  Let  us  hear 
from  you!  After  5:30,  call  Bart 
Miller,  986-6006,  or  Pat  Cady, 
397-2175. 

Bart  Miller 


lit  Memory  of  Ted  Reston 


Speaking 

Out... 

This  is  your  sounding  box.  Please  make 
your  letters  to  the  editor  short  and  to  the 
point.  We  would  appreciate  receiving 
disks  if  possible.  Thanks. 


THE  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 

INVITES  YOU  FOR 


foCKTAILS  JlTETlZERS 
Fen  turing 


J?rish  £offee 


forn  er  of 
i^roa  dway  & 
Co,  umbus 

781  -8222 

Also  Serving 
Lunch 


Residential  Hotel 
and  Restaurant 


Basque  family  style  dinners 
luncheons  for  groups 


5-Course  Dinner  $12.50 
open  daily  from  5:00  to  9:30  pm 
closed  monday 


15  romolo  place 

uphill  alley  off  Broadway  between 

Columbus  and  Kearny 

San  Francisco  (415)  788-9404 


I  MCGUIRE 

j  REAL  ESTATE  _SiNCH 

i  1  1  M.  - — j 

BLANCHE  STREETER 


SPECIALIST  IN 
Telegraph  Hill,  Russian  Hill,  & 
North  Beach  Properties 
L892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  9412? 

(415)  921-5555 
Residence  (415)  673-74S3 


Restaurant  a  Antipasti  Bab 


Everyday  noon  till  midnight 
Full  bar  until  two  a  m 


Corner  of  Union  a  Powell 


Telephone  434-2900 

TREE  PARKING 
(JUST  KIDDING) 


FA  VORITE I NOSTRI 
RECLAM  A  TORI 


Yerba  Buena 


Kteat?  IPssRftsIin 


Fast  Delivery 


956-5*78 


AH  Major  Lines 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


22  BATTERY  STREET.  SUITE  800 
(415)  986-6652  SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94111 
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What  I  Did 
On  My 
Summer 
Vacation  - 
The  Hike 
From  Heli 

by  Helen  von  Amnion 

Seldovia,  Alaska,  “the  jewel  of 
the  Kenai  Peninsulas,”  is  reached 
by  bush  pilot  or  ferry.  The  ferry 
takes  too  long  and  operates  on 
alternate  moon  phases,  a  favorable 
tarot  reading,  or  when  the  I  Ching 
pronounces  an  auspicious  voyage. 
Although  it  cost  more  than  a 
makeover  by  Mr.  Lee,  I  chartered 
a  pilot  for  the  ten  minute  flight 
across  Kachemak  Bay.  At  the 
airdrome  --  a  small  shack  with  a 
windsock  —  a  very  young  man, 
cuter  than  an  elf  and  not  much 
larger,  climbed  into  the  pilot’s 
seat  of  the  tiny  plane  which 
seemed  the  size  of  an  Alaskan 
mosquito.  His  earphones  adjusted, 
he  turned  to  me  as  I  sat  in  the  co¬ 
pilot’s  seat  and  asked,  “Any 
questions?” 

“Yes,”  I  responded,  “are  you 
old  enough  to  drive  a  car?”  He 


humored  me  with  a  small  smile 
and  started  the  engine  of  our 
angrily  loud  mosquito.  The 
September  morning  air  was  clean 
and  cold;  deep  snow  covered  the 
surrounding  mountains. 

Some  300  souls,  not  counting 
dogs  and  cats,  have  chosen  to  live 
in  quiet,  beautiful  Seldovia. 
During  the  short  Alaskan  season, 
Memorial  Day  to  Labor  Day, 
visitors  swell  the  village  to  500, 
filling  all  the  picturesque  B&B’s. 
Seldovia  can  be  seen  in  one  or 
two  days  or  a  lifetime. 

Seldovia  maps  showed  a  scenic 
hike  --  perhaps  an  escape  from 
fiercely  blowing  cold  wind.  The 
unmarked  trailhead  was  pointed 
out  to  me  by  a  resident  carrying 
an  empty  7.5  liter  vodka  bottle. 

An  omen  of  the  Hike  from  Hell. 

Intently  following  the  alter¬ 
nately  frozen  and  thawed  trail,  I 
almost  stepped  into  a  large 
mound,  black  as  tar  and  imbed¬ 
ded  with  tiny  seeds.  Bigger  than 
a  size  8  shoe,  the  paw  print  had 
toenails  longer  than  my  fingers. 
Scat  continued  at  about  ten  yard 
intervals.  A  bear  and  I  shared  the 
trail! 

No  one  had  mentioned  that 
bear  sightings  are  common  in 
Seldovia,  nor  advised  that  berry 
pickers  and  hikers  should  wear 
bells,  make  noise,  whistle,  or 
sing.  I  couldn’t  whistle  and 
wasn’t  in  a  singing  mood;  still,  I 
quavered,  “Hi  ho,  Hi  ho.  It’s  off 
to  work  we  go.”  A  hunter’s 


horror  story  came  to  mind  of  his 
encounter  with  a  sow  and  her  cub. 
Preoccupied  with  bears,  the 
beauty  of  the  plants  and  dense 
foliage  were  difficult  to  enjoy.  A 
certified  world  class  coward,  it 
seemed  prudent  to  turn  back.  But 
I  had  lost  the  map;  I  pressed  on. 

“Because  they  are  there,”  is 
insufficient  reason  for  me  to 
climb  mountains.  But  trail 
markers  pointed  between  and  over 
boulders  bigger  than  my  living 
room.  Thoughtfully  a  sign 
warned,  “DANGER!”  I  knew 
that.  How  ignominious  that  my 
inert,  broken  body  was  to  become 
part  of  the  wild  food  chain. 

Eagles  (or  vultures?)  circled 
overhead,  spying  my  undignified, 
but  innovative  and  effective 
hiking  technique.  Hunkered 
down  on  my  rear  end,  I  inched 
across  the  enormous  rocks  and 
dared  not  look  down  at  the 
crashing  waves  far  below. 

Trail  markers  were  replaced  by 
a  sign,  “DO  NOT  PROCEED  - 
PRIVATE  PROPERTY.”  The 
only  way  forward  was  over  rocks 
pounded  round  and  smooth  by 
centuries  of  surf.  If  the  tide  was 
in,  the  hiker  waited  hours  for  it  to 
recede.  Unwittingly,  I  arrived 
when  the  tide  was  out.  Sinking  in 
rocks  and  wet,  black  sand  up  to 
my  hub  caps,  I  mushed  on  toward 
a  sign  ahead. 

Shimmering  in  brilliant 
sunshine,  its  message  was  more 
beautiful  than  the  Holy  Grail  -- 
“END  OF  TRAIL.” 


You  get  the  best  of  two  worlds. 


L1.5%* 

Non-Variable  APR 

NO  ANNUAL  FEE* 


With  Bank  of  Canton  of  California  MasterCard®  or  Visa® 
you  get  the  best  of  two  worlds: 

A  Low,  Non-Variable  11. 5%  APR*  and  No  Annual  Fee* 

No  Frills.  No  Extras.  No  Teaser  Rate.  No  Fluctuating  Index. 

Just  Plain  Honest  Banking. 

BANK  OF  CANTON 
OF  CAIIFOANIA 

State  Established  1937  A  Tradition  of  Honest  Banking  Member  FDIC 

Inquire  at  any  of  our  seven  Bay  Area  and  Greater  L  A.  branches,  or  contact: 

Bank  of  Canton  of  California, 

P.O.  Box  26469,  San  Francisco,  CA  94126-6469 
Headquarters:  San  Francisco.  Phone:  (415)  362-4100  ask  for  Credit  Cards. 


*  APR  and  Annual  Membership  Fee  as  of  June  1 ,  1994,  date  of  printing.  Grace  Period:  25  days.  Method  of  Computing  Balance: 
average  daily  balance  including  new  purchases  and/or  cash  advances.  Transaction  Fee  for  Cash  Advance:  2%  of  cash  advance. 
Late  Payment  Fee:  $3  minimum,  $5  maximum.  Minimum  Finance  Charge:  $.50.  Ovedimit  Fee:  $5  per  transaction,  $25 
maximum  per  day.  Above  disclosures  are  accurate  as  of  June  1 ,  1 994,  date  of  printing.  Such  information  may  have  changed  after 
that  date.  To  find  out,  write  to:  Bank  of  Canton  of  California,  P.O.  Box  26469,  San  Francisco,  CA  94 1 266469  A-l 
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Neptune  Society 

•  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Since  1974 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Simple. . .  Affordable. . .  Personal. . .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 


Please  phone  or  write,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 
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THD  CALENDAR 

Police  Community  Relations  meeting,  Thursday,  Dec.  15, 
7:30  pm,  Central  Station 

Christmas  Party,  Sunday,  December  18,  The  Shadows 

THD  40th  Anniversary  Celebration,  Feb.  3, 

Italian  Athletic  Club 

N.E.R.T.  Training  Class,  March  28 

North  Beach  Walk,  every  Saturday,  10  am 

Parking  and  Traffic  meets  every  three  weeks. 

Call  Gerry  Hurtado  for  date/place,  788-7723 


